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To Mr. Seneca Wight, one of the inhabitants of School Dis- 
trict No. 3 in the Town of Bellingham: Greeting: 

You are hereby required in the name of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts to notify and warn the male inhabitants of 
said district qualified to vote in town affairs to meet at 
the dwelling house of Eliah Wight, Esq-, in said district: 
on Friday, the twenty seventh day of February instant at! 
five O'Clock in the afternoon, to act on the following arti- 
cles, DNC acals-ets 6 06.0.8 


Thus began a town warrant written in long hand to build a 

one room school in 1829 and signed by Barber, Cooke and 

Fairbanks, Selectmen of Bellingham. The dwelling where this 

town meeting was held is on North Main Street; the first 

house on the right after High Street, and the results of | 
(continued on page 3) 


| mall 
the town meeting is’ 
shown on the front 
page of this issue. 
This school was to 
become known as the 
Quinabequin School 
which was taken 
from the Indian 
name of the Charles 
River, the transla- 
tion of which is 
Snake River or Twist- 
ing River. It's lo- | 
cation was on leased 
land across from 
Sawyer's Store and 
a house now owned 
by John Maron now - 
stands on the sit 
The stone wall sh wn n the Sastre is still there. The 
Maron house is shown on this page and on the preceding page 
is a picture of .the old school with it's pupils and their 
teacher. This picture was taken sometime in 1890. The old 
school was latér moved a little ways north on North Main =; 
Street, across from the house where the town meeting was : 
held, and a part of the school still stands in the form of 
a little red shed. If you will notice, the first part of 
the town warrant reads to notify and warn the male inhabi- 
tants as women were not allowed to vote at that time. The 
original town warrant still exists written in old-fashioned 
script. The town meeting was held ina private home because 
our present town hall at that time was a meeting house. 
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Sawyer's Rockledge Farm has fresh native clems available 
every week-end. These are not Maryland Clams but are from 
the Narragansett Bay Area in Rhode Island. Try some! 
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ere eww wwe 


mn of course they are in control of 
There are these Great & °Oolice, Fire and Highway De- 


White Fathers’ and partments. We feel that there 
is nothing wrong with these departments that can't be cured 
by a hands-off policy of the Great White Fathers. Selectmen 
over the years have always had control of these departments 
but our feeling is that we can assume the Selectmen have 
picked the best possible men to head up these departments, 
so why do our Town Fathers stick their collective noses in 
the business of the Police, Fire and Highway departments? 
Should not each department head have the authority to hire, 
fire and censure? With the present system, it leaves all of 
these esséntial departments open to politics. <A man should 
be hired to fill a vacancy based solely on his ability to 
fill the position and not on what politician he is friend- 
ly with. If he is dismissed, it should be because he 
is not performing 
his job properly 
and not because he 
happened to step 
on some politician 
toes. Too much of 
this goes on all 
over our nation. 
The same applies 
to the School De- 
partment. Should 
not the hiring and 
firing be done by 
Administration 
Heads who have a 
training in educa- 
tion rether than 
by politically mo- 
tivated School 
Committeemen? 

It seems to us tha 
Town Government is 


big business and 9 

big tusiness and’ | Sawyer’s Rockledge Farm 
to those who are 
best trained to do| 981 NO. MAIN ST., BELLINGHAM, MASS. 
the job rather 966-9708 

than someone who 


won an election on THE CRIMPVILLE GENERAL STORE 


a popular vote. 


